
Assessment for LeArning strAtegies1 

t-Chart2

 
A t-chart is a graphic organizer that can be used to examine or compare two aspects of a topic. in an assessment 

for learning context, a t-chart can be used:

• To help students understand the success criteria for a task or performance

• To record and organize success criteria

• To organize brainstorming by students when examining a sample of student work

• By students as a tool to monitor their learning and assess their level of proficiency with respect to a learning goal

IllustratIon: 

gr. 8 Mathematics, geometry and spatial sense

The teacher designs a task that guides students through an investigation of the Pythagorean relationship. He/she 

asks students to brainstorm the criteria for success, both with respect to the work on the investigation and the 

product they will produce. He/she provides students with a sample of anonymous student work from a previous 

school year, then leads a discussion about the important features of the work while recording their ideas. next,  

he/she asks students to organize their ideas into categories. this information is developed into the following  

T-chart, showing the main criteria on the left and details of what it “looks like” on the right:

tasK:

the chart is then posted in the classroom for easy reference during the task.

adapted from:
Davies, A. (2000). Making Classroom Assessment Work. Courtenay, BC: Classroom Connections international inc.

1 Category of Assessment for Learning Practice—sharing Learning goals and success 
2  Category of instructional strategy—reinforcing effort and providing recognition; setting Objectives and providing feedback (marzano, r., 

Pickering, D., & Pollock, J. [2001]. Classroom Instruction That Works; research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement.  
Alexandria, Virginia: ASCD.)

Details 

•  Clearly state an idea about the relationship between the 

areas of the squares on the sides of the triangle

•  Show other examples, using words, numbers, drawings, 

models, and appropriate mathematical language, that  

support the hypothesis

•  Confirm or refute the hypothesis, making clear reference  

to the examples

criteria 

Develop a hypothesis

test the hypothesis

Draw a conclusion and justify it


